Happy 25th birthday, Moldova!

Starting with a wreath-laying at the war memorial,
and ending with fireworks, the Independence Day cel-
cbration in Riscani this year was an exciting time for
Moldovans to pass the quarter-century milestone.

This year, every village in the Riscani district was in-
vited to participate August 27, and

ture is much harder, as you need to not only remove
the corruption, and the insular mentality of the old
communist leaders, but you have to fight the urge of
some people to return to the old ways.

To add to the challenge, two regions, Transnistria
(with Moldova’s second-largest city)

most did, creating signs for their vil-
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and Gagauzia, want to be their own

Moldova wins again
in its sixth Olympics

One of the youngest countries in the world, the Re-
public of Moldova is building a solid record of success
n sports, winning eight Olympic medals in only six
summers at the Games.

Moldovans have brought home medals in every sum-
mer Olympics, except in 2004, when the trip home,
from Athens, Greeee, was the shortest.

On August 16, Serghei Tarnovschi paddled 1,000
meters in only 4 minutes (4:00.85) for a bronze medal
in the canoe sprint.

The team of 23 athletes this year competed in the
water in canoeing and swimming, outside in archery,
indoors in weightlifting, wrestling, judo and tack-
wondo, on the courts in tennis, and on the track in the
marathon, triple jump, shot put, and the discus and
hammer throws. For statistics, Click Here.
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Organizers erected a stage in front
of the district building, and the cele-
bration was held on a beautiful new
sidewalk and plaza made of paving
stones.

Ithas been a very challenging 25 years for the peo-
ple in Moldova; building a new government with
everything from new laws and procedures, to a new
currency, and even bringing back their beloved Ro-
manian language.

Building a new country is one thing, but tearing it
apart from a communist past, and into a democratic fu-

awhole new future, filled with great
challenges and opportunities.

I'am sure that all this history was
on people’s minds as they cele-
brated on that beautiful, sunny Sat-
urday. Children danced traditional Modovan dances,
and many artists performed throughout the day.

Strada Independentei was very crowded in the
evening as everyone danced and rejoiced, and watched
aspectacular fireworks show, and when it was all over,
their hearts must have been filled with great promise
for a beautiful future. For photos, Click Here.

o Web browser introduced, Internet
commercially available.
e “Seinfeld” TV series begins.
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”Limbanoastra”

HELP!

We need just $400
more to make adream a
{ reality for the people of
Varatic to rebuild their
community stadium — it is

Limba noastrd-i o comoari

In adincuri infundata

Un sirag de piatrd rard

Pe mosie revirsata.

Limba noastra-i foc, ce arde
Intr-un neam, ce fira veste
S-a trezit din somn de moarte,

A Varatic player kicks the ball as a Cost§ti
player braces. Below, a fan cheers players on in
Moldovan colors. Photos: Click Here
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unsafe and needs repair!
Click here to donate!

Caviteazul din poveste.

Moldova National Anthem

Moldovan Of the Month
ALEXANDRU CRIGAN
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for the district council and

,»Mi duc sa ma intilnesc
cu iubita mea bunica.”

,.Dar dejade cinciani e
moartd.”

,»Asa am crezut si eu,
dar iatd cd, dejaa doua
oard dsea de la biroul elec-
toral mi-au spus cd, a
venit, a votat si a plecat.”

jokes! Seriously, I have
never heard one here.

I asked Alexandru
Crigan and he told me one
similar to election jokes
we hear in America:

Ziua alegerilor. Un
barbat a votat si pleaca
spre casd, cind acolo vede
ca spre biroul electoral

make decisions,

manages a new NGO
“Local Invest” to help
schools and organizations
throughout the district.

“I'love working for the
council,” Crigan said.
“They are very supportive
of the community.”

Imagine Riscani had a slow month as I look for a
new bicycle (and for my old one!) I published photos
of these beautiful villages: Stiubeieni, Mihaileni Noi,
Vasileuti, Singureni and Corlateni.

For photos, Click Here.

but the most
efficient way
to involve
people.”

Photographs and videos, at: Larry Faison
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