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day after the birth of 
his first grandchild, 
a girl? ... Lake Wac-
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his fans. ...
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Trent Burroughs

Jim Mayer on stage

All municipal, county, state and federal offices will be 
closed Monday in observance of Martin Luther King 
Day. The post office, banks, and schools, including 
Southeastern Community College, will be closed. Co-
lumbus County Library branches will close at 5 p.m. Fri-
day and reopen Tuesday at 9 a.m. The N.C. Museum of 
Forestry will close Monday but will be open on a regular 
schedule Saturday and Sunday.Cl
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schools in Columbus County 
continues in this issue with 
Cerro Gordo Elementary 
School. See page 2-A.

Medicaid 
shortfall 
grows
nIn-home service providers, patients 
win first hurdle in policy battle  

By NICOLE CARTRETTE
Staff Writer

 
North Carolina’s Medicaid program is 

facing a more than $150 million shortfall and 
officials say a December ruling by a federal 
judge hinders the state’s ability to nix in-home 
services for thousands of  Medicaid patients.

The Medicaid funding debacle has long 
been at the center of  heated debates among 
lawmakers in states across the country look-
ing to cut their budgets. In North Carolina, 
the case has been no different.

A new Personal Care Services policy that 
some say would have saved the state more than 
$9.4 million was deemed to be in violation 
of  the Americans With Disabilities Act and 
federal Medicaid laws, according to Judge 
Terrence Boyle’s order, issued Dec. 8, 2011. 

The suit filed by disability advocates essen-
tially claimed that disabled individuals who 
chose to live at home were being discriminated 
against and treated differently from those in 
institutions.

 The judge agreed.
His order asserted that the new policy put 

disabled individuals “at risk of  segregation 
in the form of  institutionalization.”

Under the policy, an individual in an adult 
care home could receive Personal Care Ser-

Tabor City councilman 
seeks seat on commission 

Embezzlement
charges for
ex-ABC store
manager in
Tabor City
nBrenda Hewett arrested 
for stealing cash during 
August 2011.

By BOB HIGH
Staff Writer

Brenda Gay Hewett, 51, of  
Boswell Road, Whiteville, was 
arrested Monday on charg-
es she embezzled $13,379.21 
from the Tabor City ABC store 
where she was the manager.

Warrants obtained by T.C. 
Bissette II of  the state Alcohol 
Law Enforcement agency show 
Hewett obtained the cash from 
July and August 2011 sales at 
the store, with thefts taking 
place six times in August for a 
total of  $10,917.24.

In addition, Hewett was 
charged with embezzling  
$2,461.97 on March 7, 2008, a 
case in which another em-
ployee, Helen McLaurin Mc-
Daniels, 43, was arrested in 
May 2008.

Thefts detailed
The August 2011 thefts were 

for $1,229.77 on Aug. 15; $882.40 
on Aug. 16; $2,748.95 on Aug. 20; 
$781.55 on Aug. 23; $2,546.41 on 
Aug. 26; $1,818.89 on Aug. 27; 

Staff photo by Mark Gilchrist

Lake Waccamaw Police Chief Scott Hyatt, left, talks with Fire Chief Eddy Morgan at the scene of an attempted rob-
bery late Wednesday morning at Waccamaw Outdoor Supply off Sam Potts Highway. 

Robber killed in second try to rob gun store

nNorris says he is not step-
ping down.

By NICOLE CARTRETTE
Staff Writer

A Tabor City councilman says he 
will file next month to run for the 
Columbus County Board of  Com-
missioners.

Trent Burroughs, 48, announced 
this week he will file to run in the 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Primary for 
the District 
5  s e a t  h e l d 
by long-time 
commissioner 
Lynwood Nor-
ris, also a Dem-
ocrat.

“ I  t h i n k 
District Five 
needs a strong 
voice,”  said 
Burroughs, who is serving his third 
term on the Tabor City town board.  

Burroughs in recent months has 
been in attendance at some commis-
sioner meetings with rumors afloat 
that Norris may resign before his 
term ends.

Norris told The News Reporter 
Tuesday that he had no intentions 
of  stepping down.

“I’m definitely going to finish out 
my term,” Norris said. “I’ve had 
some sickness but I have not missed 

but a few meetings and I am on the 
mend now.”

Norris, who has served on the 
board since 1980 and is perhaps the 
longest serving county commis-
sioner in state history, said he may 
seek re-election.

“I haven’t fully made up my 
mind,” Norris said. “I have had 
several calling, begging me to run 
again.”

Burroughs was hesitant to say 
much about Norris Tuesday but 
did indicate he had been in contact 
with the 77-year-old commissioner 
who has served on the board longer 
than Burroughs has been out of  high 
school.

If  elected, Burroughs would be 
the only county commissioner since 
Bill Memory of  Whiteville to serve 
as a commissioner who lives within 
one of  the county’s municipalities. 
Currently, all seven commissioners 
live in the unincorporated areas of  
the county.

“I would like to think everyone 
brings a unique prospective to the 
board,” Burroughs said.

Burroughs said he will focus on 
efficiency in government. “There 
is a whole host of  things  (issues) I 
will discuss when the time comes,” 
Burroughs said.

He sees a cohesive board as a more 
effective board.

“There ought to be a little more 

nSuspect died from head 
wound after being shot 
by store owner.

By BOB HIGH
Staff Writer

A young black male living 
along Old Lake Road, Riegel-
wood died early Wednesday 
evening after being shot in the 
head Wednesday morning in 
apparently his second try to 
rob the Waccamaw Outdoor 
Supply convenience and gun 
store at Lake Waccamaw.

Police Chief  Scott Hyatt 
said he wasn’t going to dis-
close the name of  the suspect 
until Monday because of  some 
personal issues with the man’s 
health situation.

Hyatt said he wanted to talk 
again to the suspect’s family 
about the situation before dis-
closing his name. Hyatt would 
not explain further. 

The young man used what 
Hyatt believes to be the same 
blue bandana seen on the sus-
pect on Jan. 4 when a young 
black man fled after being 

Coral Reefer band member plays for students
By MARK GILCHRIST

Chief Photographer

Jim Mayer, 50, sits in a late model 
SUV behind South Columbus High 
School after a performance for 
Williams Township students as 
“Uncle Jim,” and he’s talking with 
a reporter from a small community 
newspaper with all the passion of  a 
man on a mission. 

Between gigs for a major rock 
band where he rides first-class 
and lives lavishly, where handlers 
handle everything for him hand-
and-foot, and where the media he 
speaks to often report to millions 
of  people, he is comfortable – eager, 
actually – cramped in this small 
situation. 

Mayer plays bass guitar for Jim-
my Buffett’s Coral Reefer Band, and 

with them, he performs in front of  
audiences who sometimes outnum-
ber the entire Columbus County 
population. In stadiums filled with 
cheering masses, he gazes into the 
crowd of  “Parrothead” adoring fans 
who would cut off  their beaks if  
they could, just to be like him, just 
once. This, arguably, is the top of  
one’s game, and he has been at the 
top for more than two decades. 

Mayer became a Coral Reefer 
fairly easily. He and his brother, 
Peter, had a band in St. Louis with 
a Warner Brothers Records deal. 
In 1988 Buffett needed someone to 
produce his next album, and he 
contacted Elliott Scheiner, who was 
also the producer for Mayer’s band. 

“He talked with Jimmy Buffett 
and said ‘Hey, I got these new young 
guys from St. Louis, Missouri and 

they’re really good, and I think 
you should try them,’” Mayer says. 
“Jimmy loved us, and it was one of  
those ‘right place at the right time’ 
things, and Jimmy was ready for a 
change, and so he hired us.”

Getting hired is one thing, but 
keeping a job like that is what really 
takes talent, and more. 

“When you get up to the level 
of  Jimmy Buffett,” Mayer says, 
“he can hire anyone in the world 
he wants. The musicians in the 
Coral Reefer Band are all totally 
overqualified – they are incredible 
musicians – but the reason they 
are there is that they have great at-
titudes, they are great team players 
and they are very low-key. Everyone 
in the band is very relaxed, helpful 

Nicole Cartrette
910-642-4104 ext. 225

nicolecartrette@whiteville.com

Ray Wyche
910-642-4104 ext. 229

Uncle Jim
Continued from page 1-A
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baldwinwoodspharmacy.com

OPEN AT 8:30 A.M. DAILY

PROUDLY SERVING 
YOU SINCE 1980

Spend your money locally for a better return in 
your community. No one gives you better service 

than your local independent pharmacy.

Baldwin Woods 
Pharmacy
welcomes 

Walgreens Express 
Scripts Patients

Fast Friendly Service
Happy Sweet 16 Lakyn

“You’ll always be our Doodle Bug.”

We are so proud of you!
Mama, Daddy, Tyler & Family #2436

Beware This 
Friday 13th 

Steven is 
Turning 16!

We Love You! #2432

Happy Birthday
Mrs. Wilhelmina
If you see her on Sunday, 

January 15th, please wish 
her a Happy Birthday.

Love
Your Family, Church Family

and Friends #2439

Ladies Only Fitness Center

1424 S JK Powell Blvd, Whiteville
Located between Indulgence Hair Salon & Dr. Pam Baldwin

207.6144 • 640.0223 • 640.7237

Packages
As Low As

$20Month

Full Line of LifeFitness Strength
and Cardio Equipment

Zumba and Body Sculpting Classes

NOW OPEN!

Dems push for July primary
By NICOLE CARTRETTE

Staff Writer

Legal battles over redis-
tricting maps drawn by the 
GOP-led legislature in North 
Carolina continue as Demo-
crats push for a delayed state 
primary election.

Some groups say they want 
the May primary moved to 
July in an effort to wait for the 
outcome of  pending lawsuits 
that claim lines were drawn 
in violation of  the constitution 
and segregate voters in order 
to dilute the minority vote.

Officials with the Attorney 
General’s office, however, are 
arguing the primary should 
be held as planned with the 

new maps adopted by lawmak-
ers last year. The maps were 
not challenged by the U.S. 
Department of  Justice during 
pre-clearance.

Political analysts say the 
new districts give Republicans 
the upper hand in congressio-
nal races and point out that 
maps won’t be redrawn for 
another 10 years.

Candidate filing begins Feb. 
13 but Democrats and groups 

challenging the new maps 
want to see the filing period 
delayed to April, and the May 
8 primary shifted to July 10.

A Superior Court judges’ 
panel plans to hear arguments 
today (Thursday) in the state’s 
request for a dismissal of  the 
suit.

Columbus County Board 
of  Elections Director Carla 
Strickland said during her ten-
ure with elections she has not 
overseen a delayed primary 
election but in the early 2000s 
it occurred.

“It has happened before,” 
Strickland said.

“For now we are supposed 
to move forward until we get 
notification from the state,” 
Strickland said. 

Cold snap upped fuel aid requests
By RAY WYCHE

Staff Writer

The recent sudden drop in 
the temperature resulted in 
an increase in requests for as-
sistance in purchasing heating 
fuel among some of  the elderly 
and low-income citizens in the 
county.

“There are people out there 
who got upset by the cold 
weather.  They were afraid 
that they were going to run out 
of  fuel,” said Judy Ward, who 
heads the volunteer assistance 
program at the Department 
of  Aging.  

While  exact  numbers 
were not available, the colder 
weather definitely brought on 
an increase in requests to help 

pay for fuel, Ward said.
The county Department of  

Social Services has two funds 
that are used to assist with 
heating fuel payments, one 
limited to elderly and disabled 
householders. 

As of  this week, a total of  
2,028 applications have been 
approved by the county Social 
Services this year while 69 
have been denied, according 
to Program Manager Melinda 
Lane.

“The number of  requests 
is more than last year,” Lane 
said.

A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e 
screened before approval, she 
added.

The Department of  Aging’s 
heating assistance fund is lim-

ited to helping senior citizens 
unable to pay for heating fuel 
with gas, oil and electric bills 
during heating seasons and 
receives its money entirely 
from contributions.  No tax 
funds from any source are 
dispensed.

Applicants for the depart-
ment’s heating assistance are 
investigated as to need.  No 
cash is given to those asking 
for help but the fuel provider 
is told to deliver the fuel and 
forward the invoice to the 
Department of  Aging. 

Changes to county commission 
mapping under way for 2012
By NICOLE CARTRETTE

Staff Writer

Columbus County election 
officials are in the process of  
implementing new county 
commission districts adopted 
late last year.

Census data showed sev-
eral districts with population 
deviations that exceeded fed-
eral and state guidelines that 
prompted line changes and the 
shifting of  hundreds of  vot-
ers to different commissioner 
districts. 

The board approved those 
maps, redrawn by a Raleigh 
law firm, in December 2011. 

County Elections Director 
Carla Strickland said the pro-
cess was “going smoothly” but 
a tedious one.

“You have to pay attention 
to what you are doing and we 
have to ensure that everything 
is in place where it should be,” 
Strickland said. 

Strickland hopes the pro-
cess will be complete by Jan. 
31 with a verification period 
included in the process.

In February, all 36,408 regis-
tered voters in the county can 
expect to receive a voter noti-
fication mailing that identi-
fies the county commissioner 
district, N.C. House, N.C. Sen-
ate and U.S. Congressional 
districts.

Columbus County’s N.C. 
House District 20 breaks ties 
with Brunswick and includes 
portions of  Robeson and Blad-
en to become House District 
46. 

Lumberton Republican 
G.L. Pridgen currently serves 
in that district.

Chadbour n Mayor Ken 
Waddell and Tabor City Town 
Manager Al Leonard both 
say they intend to file for the 
Democrat nomination of  the 
House seat. 

Rep. Dewey Hill of  the cur-

rent District 20 says he will not 
seek re-election.  

N.C. Senate District 8 no 
longer includes Columbus, 
Pender and Brunswick. Co-
lumbus is instead paired with 
Robeson County in Senate 
District 13. 

Two GOP candidates, for-
mer Marine Nick Margus 
of  the Acme-Delco area and 
Whiteville business owner W. 
Bernard White Jr., say they 
will file to run for the seat.

Michael Walters, a Proctor-
ville businessman, currently 
serves in District 13.

Strickland suggests vot-
ers in preparation for the 
primary election update and 
verify their address informa-
tion with the elections office 
now to prevent delays during 
the voting process. 

The Board of  Elections 
office is located at 50 Legion 
Drive, Whiteville and can be 
reached at 640-6609.

Bike night Jan. 19
The Concerned Bikers As-

sociation of  Columbus County 
will host bike night on Thurs-
day, Jan. 19 at Pizza Hut in 
Whiteville from 5 to 9 p.m. 
Members, non-members, bik-
ers and non-bikers are invited 
to attend.

BBQ plate
sale Feb. 4

The Concerned Bikers As-
sociation of  Columbus County 
will hold its annual BBQ plate 
sale on Saturday, Feb. 4 at the 
WalMart parking lot from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Plates are $5 and 
sandwiches will be available. 

and supportive.”
Over the years, Mayer saw 

the effect that personalities 
– good and bad – have on 
whether a person can survive 
life in a rock band these days.

“Anyone who comes with 
an attitude… they are literally 
gone in about week or two,” 
Mayer says. “Jimmy’s one 
great gift – well, he has many 
– is gathering good talent 
around him – it’s almost like 
a family now.” Mayer spends 
about three months each year 
on tour, rehearsing and in the 
studio, and, he says, it’s like a 
huge vacation, flying around 
the U.S. and Europe, living the 
lavish life of  a rock star.

“It’s a completely different 
world,” he says. “It’s private 
jets, five-star hotels and re-
sorts. Everything is taken care 
of. He [Buffett] takes really 
good care of  us… so when you 
get on stage, you’re ready to 
have fun. 

“The best way I can de-
scribe it is… Well, the biggest 
difference is when you’re 
playing a small club, you have 
to create the energy and push 
for the energy. When you’re 
playing a big stage with Buf-
fett, it’s like riding on top of  a 
huge wave. So what you have 
to do is two things: you have 
to relax and pay attention. 
Those are the two things, relax 
and pay attention, because it’s 
literally like there’s a wave go-
ing on, and you’re just riding 
the wave. 

“There is a major gear 
shift,” he says, “after we’ve 
been home for a month, and 
suddenly we walk out on stage, 
it’s like Wow! It’s like being 
plugged into a thousand volts 
– it’s really intense.

 “It has turned into a won-
derful life – Jimmy’s incred-
ible to work with. The band, I 
respect and love every one of  
them. It’s amazing, it’s literal-
ly the most fun I’ve ever had… 
It’s pretty incredible, and I 
feel very blessed. Sometimes 
I can’t believe it, but mainly I 
feel grateful – I feel very grate-
ful. It never gets boring, but 
you have to get used to it so 
you can function in it.”

The life of  a rock star af-
fords a person much time off, 
which many spend, well, like 
rock stars, in self-destructive 
ways. But not Mayer, who has 
found his passion off-tour 
helping children as Uncle 
Jim. That is what he did, at an 
extreme length, last week, on 
this project that began about 
a decade ago.

 “To be honest, I kind of  got 
into kid’s music naturally,” he 
says. “I think like a child, and 
for some reason writing kids’ 
music is one of  the easiest 

things for me.” 
Mayer had sung for his 

nieces and nephews over the 
years, developing songs, and 
then he put a CD or two to-
gether. The accolades came 
in heavy, and then teachers 
began talking with him with 
concerns about a rise in bul-
lying, so he developed a one-
man show to help children 
resist being bullied and being 
bullies. 

“I don’t have any children 
of  my own,” he says. “I actual-
ly have 26 nieces and nephews, 
but I’m single, which works 
well, because my career is 
my full focus. I hope to have a 
family and kids at some point, 
but right now my whole focus 
is working with children and 
helping them live better lives.”

Mayer has a particular 
challenge as Uncle Jim of  not 
just entertaining children, but 
offering them help through 
a message of  self-worth and 
encouragement. Not a pro-
fessional child educator, he 
consults with several in the 
field in developing his stage 
shows, CDs, an extensive web-
site and classroom curricula. 
His songs are filled with mes-
sages, so many that certainly 
not every child grabs all of  
them. But it’s like he’s on stage 
tossing pixie dust out to the 
children, and here and there a 
speck will land on a shoulder 
or a soul and it will stick, and 
that is the hope that charges 
Uncle Jim.

It’s easy to look at a rock 
band on stage before 60,000 
people and think the musi-
cians are all made of  money, 
but that’s not always the case. 
Think of  it as a company, and 
the band members are employ-
ees, working for a salary. 

Okay, a pretty good salary 
– and some may receive royal-
ties on recordings – but they 
don’t have a lot to throw away.

Mayer’s career allows him 
freedom to work on this proj-
ect, but he can’t bankroll it. 
He has organized a nonprofit 
called A Happy, Healthy Child 
to consolidate resources on 
bullying prevention. It seeks 
corporate sponsorships and 
donations from sales of  Uncle 
Jim materials. Information is 
at Unclejimrocks.com.

“I’ve got my money,” he 
says,” meaning that life with 
Buffett has set him for life, but 
“I’m driven to do this by the 
purpose of  saving kids’ lives 
and helping them be happy 
and helpful.

“This is helping me too, 
to come here [to Columbus 
County]. I love doing it. I en-
joy doing it. I become a better 
person by doing it. Hopefully 
I help other people, and that to 

me is the ideal scenario.” 
Possibly one of  his greatest 

challenges in this scenario 
hit him in November when 
Jasmine McClain, 10, of  Chad-
bourn, and an Illinois girl took 
their lives.

“When I got the news, it 
shook me to the core,” he says. 
“I was so sad that they made 
the choice that they did. They 
must have been so alone – I 
just can’t imagine.” Mayer put 
his thoughts together into the 
song “Show me the Light,” 
named because the two girls 
made their choice in the eve-
ning, as so many do, and he 
wished in song that they could 
have won the struggle through 
the loneliness of  those dark 
hours until the sun again rose.  

If  Mayer ever felt a calling 
to help children, this was the 
clarion call, and he answered. 
He offered public appearances 
to the districts of  both of  
the girls’ schools. Columbus 
County responded, and when 
he learned of  the opportunity 
and the great need here, he 
upped his offer. 

So, that is why he blocked 
his schedule for more than 
three days last week, flew 
out here, stayed in a motel in 
Whiteville, paid for an assis-
tant to travel with him, and 
gave seven performances to 
about 4,000 grade school chil-
dren at East, South and West 
Columbus high schools.

That is why he donated 
many of  his CDs to area teach-
ers, why he set up and packed 
away his own equipment at 
each show, freshened up in 
dressing rooms made for high 
school kids, and waited on 
himself, hand and foot. That 
is why he is happy to talk so 
eagerly with even a small com-
munity newspaper journalist, 
and why his eyes brighten 
when he reviews nearly a 
week spent on his own dime, 
spent delivering his message 
for “the purpose of  saving 
kids’ lives and helping them 
be happy and helpful.”

His eyes are ones that have 
seen fans by the millions star-
ing back at him in adoration, 
that have watched the world 
go by through windows of  
private jets, and that light 
up as he sits in an SUV in a 
rural schoolyard, summing 
up a week of  delivering his 
message.

“But I’m playing to 4,000 
kids,” he says. “That’s huge 
to me!”


